Case #4 (Harrington et al., MJA 1999; 171: 651-653) 
Patient 1
A healthy young woman was bitten on her right middle finger by a spider while working in her garden in November. She rapidly developed numbness around her mouth and tongue and noted a painful red bite site. Her local doctor applied pressure-immobilisation first aid and transferred her to Nambour General Hospital. 

On arrival, one and half hours later, she complained of generalised paraesthesiae, with neck and jaw muscle spasm, as well as blurred vision. Physical examination revealed fasciculation of the tongue, but otherwise her vital signs were normal. 
She was admitted for observation and discharged the following day. The finger remained indurated and red for about 2 weeks. The captured spider was identified at the Queensland Museum as a male H. infensa (QMS 20633). 

Patient 4
Early one November morning the father of a previously healthy 8-month-old boy found his child to be extremely lethargic, listless and covered in vomit. He had two puncture marks over the dorsal web space of the right third and fourth fingers. A large black hairy spider was found in the bed and captured for identification. The infant was taken immediately to the local country hospital and vomited on arrival. On admission, the infant was sweating profusely, and had increased salivation and lacrimation as well as generalised piloerection and tongue fasciculation. He was extremely lethargic with unreactive pinpoint (1 mm) pupils; respiratory rate 40/min; oxygen saturation, measured by pulse oximetry (Sao2), 99% (fraction of inspired oxygen [Fio2], 0.21); pulse rate 160 beats/min; and blood pressure 90/50 mmHg. Intermittent, isolated myoclonic jerks were observed. 

Given the possibility of funnel-web spider envenomation, and because no antivenom was available at the hospital, the Sunshine Coast Retrieval Service was consulted. A helicopter responded immediately with an emergency physician and emergency nurse, together with four ampoules of funnel-web spider antivenom. 

Almost four hours after the bite, the infant's conscious state had deteriorated, with minimal response to painful stimuli during intravenous cannulation. 

