Case #1 (Bonilha et al., ARCH NEUROL/VOL 61, AUG 2004)
A healthy 4-year-old child, living in the state of Bahia in the northwestern region of Brazil, was stung in her left middle finger by a brown scorpion. Her mother witnessed the event and later described the features of T serrulatus. The child soon developed local pain and paresthesias followed by diaphoresis and somnolence. Approximately 24 hours after the sting, she began to convulse.  She was then taken to a hospital where she achieved suboptimal seizure control, with daily tonic-clonic seizures during the following week. During this period, and between the seizures, she stayed alert and conscious, with left hemiplegia. When the seizures began to abate, 1 week after the sting, she was discharged home. She continued to have almost daily tonic-clonic seizures for 2 years after the hospitalization, despite antiepileptic drugs. She is now 15 years old, and her mother states that after the accident the patient had learning difficulties and was not able to attend elementary school. She currently has a moderate global cognitive impairment and a mild left hemiparesis, and her seizures occur approximately once monthly.

She underwent neurophysiologic and image investigation. Routine electroencephalogram showed the presence of interictal spikes and diffuse slowing in the right brain hemisphere. Magnetic resonance imaging showed a widespread destructive lesion of her right cerebral hemisphere affecting both the cortical and subcortical structures (Figure).
[image: image1.emf]
Figure. A, T1-weighted magnetic resonance imaging of the axial plane showing diffuse right cortical and subcortical destruction. B, T1-weighted magnetic resonance imaging of the coronal plane showing a cortical and subcortical atrophy of the right frontal and temporal lobes. C, Fluid-attenuated inversion recovery sequence magnetic resonance imaging of the axial plane showing ex vacuo lateral ventricle enlargement and widespread increased signal intensity in the subcortical portion of the right hemisphere, indicating gliosis.

