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Institute also extends gratitude 
to the many individuals, or-
ganizations, and businesses 
whose contributions made the 
event possible. 

     Congratulations to the 2009 
Banquet Awardees:  

· Children’s Health Fund, 
Partner of the Year 

· Tomeka Harbin,      
Outstanding Alumnus   

· Carley Jefcoat,        
Student of the Year 

     The next Recognition and 
Scholarship Dinner is tenta-
tively scheduled for Saturday, 
April 24, 2010.   Please make 
plans to join us! 

�����On May 1, 2009, the Insti-
tute for Community-Based 
Research held its 3rd Annual 
Community Development Rec-
ognition and Scholarship Ban-
quet.  More than fifty people 
attended the banquet to cele-
brate community development 
at Delta State University 
(DSU) and raise money for the 
Institute’s student scholarship 
fund.   

     The event began with a re-
ception and silent auction. Fol-
lowing the reception, Director 
John Green gave an overview 
of the Institute and introduced 
the opening speaker, Katie 
Kerstetter. 

     Kerstetter, the first Ameri-
Corps Volunteer in Service to 
America (VISTA) to work with 
the Institute in 2006-2007, is 
currently a Policy Analyst with 
the DC Fiscal Policy Institute 
in Washington, DC.  Her talk  
was followed by dinner and the 
awards and recognition cere-
mony.  

     Later, Josephine Rhymes 
delivered the keynote address.  
Rhymes is the Director of Tri-
County Workforce Alliance 
and was one of the Institute’s 
first community partners when 
it began in 2002. 

     The Banquet, for the third 
year in a row, was a success!  
Over $2,000 was raised to 
benefit the student research 

scholarship fund.  The money 
goes directly to the scholarship 
fund, housed in the DSU 
Foundation, to support student 
research projects.   

     This year scholarships were 
awarded to Alauna Fizer to 
continue her work evaluating a 
college preparatory program 
and to Julie Green in order to 
assist her in conducting com-
parative research in the Afri-
can country of Liberia.  

     The Institute thanks the 
volunteer planning committee 
of current and former commu-
nity development students, 
Institute staff, and VISTA 
member Miranda Walker for 
organizing the banquet. The 

Institute Raises Over $2,000 to Support Student 
Research at Annual Recognition & Scholarship Banquet 
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     Eight individuals graduated 

from the MSCD program in 
2008-2009.  Congratulations to 

fall graduates Eric Atchison, 

Emanuel Edmond, Patrick 

Ervin, Juanita Sims and Jesse 
Strassburg, and spring gradu-

ates Roslind Dickey, Carley 

Jefcoat and Latoya Lee.   

    The Delta State University 

Master of Science in Commu-
nity Development (MSCD) 

program continues to excel.   

     The MSCD Program is a 

multi-disciplinary graduate 
program offered through the 

Division of Social Sciences. It 

prepares graduates for success-

ful careers as practitioners and 

scholars. 

Statement from the Director 

Congratulations to the 2008-2009 MSCD Graduates 

Where Has the Institute Been This Summer? 

Social Sciences at DSU. 

Madison, WI: Staff, students 
and research fellows travel 

every summer to the Rural 

Sociological  Society confer-

ence. The highlight of this 

year’s meeting was a session 

entitled Outcomes of Commu-
nity-Based Research organ-

ized by John Green and 

Randy Stoecker (Univ. of 

Wisconsin-Madison) in which 
Anna Kleiner, Katie Ker-

stetter, Sarah Leonard, 

Mechelle Wallace, Carley 

Jefcoat and Jesse Strassburg, 

among others, presented their 
recent projects.      

Memphis, TN: Several Insti-
tute staff, students and fellows 
presented work at the 2009 

Community Development So-

ciety meeting in August.  Car-

ley Jefcoat and Mechelle Wal-
lace spoke at a luncheon enti-

tled The Role of Women in 

Community Development, a 

special session organized by 

Paulette Meikle, a faculty 
member in the Division of 
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   As you will read in these pages, the Institute for Community-Based Research has been busy working on a 
variety of projects. We continue to partner with community groups and other universities to engage in      
research to inform development efforts in the Mississippi Delta, Gulf Coast and beyond. 

   The fall season marks the seventh year of operation for the Institute. Partners started a process of dia-
logue to reflect on the past and plan for the future. We are proud of our many accomplishments, yet we 
know there is more work to be done. During this time of increasing financial constraints, it is imperative 
that we not let public service and research get lost on the sidelines. As we chart our path for the coming 
years, I invite you to join us. Feel free to contact the Institute and offer your insights and recommendations. 

—John J. Green, Director, Institute for Community-Based Research 
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Biloxi & Gulfport, MS: In 
May, the Institute teamed up 
with Southeastern Louisiana 

University and the University 

of Michigan’s School of Pub-

lic Health to complete 197 
interviews in Biloxi and Gulf-

port for Visions of Hope.  (See 

p. 3 for more information 

about the project.)  In June, the 

groups met in Biloxi to follow 
up with focus groups. 

���������	
������	
���	���	
���	����	��������	���	����	
���	�	�����	����	
���	������	
��������	�����������	��	���	
�
��	�������	��	�
�	

�
��	��������	���				
 ��������	!�����	�����"	


������	�����	����	��������	

P.S. I would like to welcome Alex Fletcher, a new Community Development student at Delta State University. Alex is a Hearin Fellow with the 
program assigned to the Institute. Also new to the Institute is Veronica Daugherty, a Graduate Research Assistant. 

Delta State University to Host 2010 Meeting of the AL-MS Sociological Association 
The annual meeting of the Alabama-Mississippi Sociological Association will be held at Delta State University February 18-19, 
2010. The theme is “Sense of Place and the Sociological Imagination.” John Green is serving as President of the Association. 
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�����Visions of Hope is a non-
profit community organiza-
tion located in Biloxi, MS, 
that serves people in a six-
county area of the Gulf Coast 
region. In 2008, VOH cele-
brated its 10th anniversary.   

     The 10th anniversary com-
memorative booklet states: 
“Visions of Hope had its 
humble beginning as Biloxi 
Visions of Hope in February 
1998. Visions was initially an 
aspiration of its three foun-
ders, siblings Sarah D. 
Walker, Stephanie T. Gray 
and Gary D. Gray. The dream 
was realized when the sib-
lings recognized a need for a 
new community service to 
help others. Combining their 
resources, they stepped out 
on faith and formed Biloxi 
Visions of Hope. As the mis-
sion of Visions expanded, so 
did the need to change the 
name to more accurately de-
scribe the focus of their work. 
Thus, Visions of Hope, Inc. 
was reborn. It continues to 
fulfill its mission each day: 

working together, lifting spir-
its, changing lives.” 

     VOH provides GED edu-
cation, housing education, 
financial assistance, and tax 
preparation assistance.   

     The organization has 
reached a crucial point in its 
development, given that its 
office, its staff and the people 
it serves were directly im-
pacted by Hurricane Katrina 
in August 2005.   

     Based on careful reflection 
and planning in conjunction 
with a capacity-building pro-
ject with the Institute, VOH 
developed a strategic plan to 
guide its work over the next 
several years. One strategy 
was to conduct ongoing as-
sessment and evaluation.   

     To develop this system, 
VOH worked with the Insti-
tute and its partners 
(University of Michigan 
School of Public Health and 
faculty from the Southeastern 
Louisiana University Depart-
ment of Sociology and Crimi-

2.) How had your organiza-
tion been involved in re-
search before engaging with 
the Institute? 

     Before engaging with the 
Institute, Visions of Hope did 
not have outside partners 
involved in research. Staff 
mainly relied on needs as-
sessments conducted within 
their classes and through the 
organization’s website. How-
ever, the process was limited.  

     For example, the website 
needs assessment tool fo-
cused on post-Katrina prob-
lems and depended on peo-
ple’s access to a computer. 

   Institute partner  and faculty 
member at Southeastern Louisi-
ana University Anna Kleiner 
recently spoke with Sarah 
Walker, Executive Director of 
Visions of Hope, Inc., about her 
work with the Institute.   

1.) What needs has community
-based research (CBR) met 
for your organization? 

     CBR has helped Visions 
develop a strategic plan to 
ensure that its mission and 
goals are in line with the 
needs and wants identified by 
the members of the communi-
ties it serves.  

Featured Partner: Visions of Hope, Inc. 

Five Questions with Visions of Hope’s Sarah Walker 

Page 3 SUMMER/FALL 2009 

for students from DSU and 
the University of Michigan to 
gain exposure to the logistics 
of fieldwork, enhance their 
applied research techniques, 
and most importantly, help 
meet the needs of a commu-
nity-based organization.  For 
more information about Vi-
sions, of Hope,  visit its 
website at 
www.visionsofhopeblx.org. 
    

nal Justice) in May 2008 and 
2009 to conduct surveys to 
evaluate the services currently 
provided by the organization 
and to assess the needs of the 
communities that it serves.  

     Analysis of these data has 
helped VOH to identify prior-
ity needs for services that it 
and others  should be provid-
ing in that region.    

     The field research offered 
a unique learning opportunity 
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3.) How does research help 
with your organization’s 
search for funding? 

     Visions incorporates the 
collaborative research infor-
mation on every piece it 
writes and submits. The most 
recent data collected in May 
2009 will help Visions estab-
lish a Weed ‘n Seed site in 
North Gulfport. 

4.) When outsiders hear 
about the research with the 
Institute, what is their reac-
tion? 

     Walker met with one   
funder  recently who was 
“extremely thrilled” to hear 

about the partnership with 
three universities. She be-
lieves that this sets Visions 
apart from other organiza-
tions. 

5.) What type of future re-
search would benefit Visions 
of Hope? 

     Walker would love to de-
velop an educational compo-
nent for Visions and is espe-
cially concerned with rising 
drop-out rates.  She would 
like to attract more youth 
volunteers to Visions of 
Hope, so that they can de-
velop their own mentoring 
skills.  
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Institute for Community-Based Research 
Division of Social Sciences 
Box 3264, 1003 W. Sunflower Rd. 
Delta State University 
Cleveland, MS   38733 

Phone: 662.846.4065 
Fax: 662.846.4099 
E-mail: jgreen@deltastate.edu 
Website: http://ntweb.deltastate.edu/
vp_academic/jgreen/New_ICBR_WebPages/
index_ICBR.htm 

Program at Delta State Uni-

versity.  In addition to her 
work at the Institute, she 

serves as the Director of 

Friends of the Environment, 

a nonprofit organization she 
founded in Alligator.  Con-

gratulations, Mechelle!   

      Institute Research 

Fellow Mechelle Wallace 
was elected as an alder-

woman in her community 

of Alligator, MS, in July.  

    Wallace is a graduate of 
the Master of Science in 

Community Development 

       

 

Institute Research Fellow Elected to Public Office 
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     On August 2, 2009, John Green received the Excellence in Extension and Public 
Outreach Award from the Rural Sociological Society.  The award, which was presented 

at the RSS annual meeting in Madison, WI, recognizes public service excellence in aca-

demic settings, specifically focusing on the impact the recipient has made to rural resi-

dents, rural life and/or rural policy.   

     According to Anna Kleiner, the colleague and Institute partner who nominated Green 

for this award, “[Green] insists on making community-based research useful for the 

people and organizations engaged in this process.  He is adept at linking them with 

other organizations with which they can benefit from mutual collaboration, ultimately 

benefiting individual and organizational capacities, as well as the policy process that 
impacts the quality of life of rural citizens and communities.”   

     When asked why he felt this award was significant for the Institute, Green com-

mented that it recognizes and legitimizes the argument that “teaching, research and pub-

lic service go hand-in-hand,” which is one of the founding principles of the Institute.  

     Extension and outreach are indeed important parts of Green’s work.  “I believe that 
public institutions should serve the public, and public service is one of the best avenues 

for teaching/learning that there is available to us,” he stated.  “If we are to achieve 

greater social justice and sustainability, people will need more applied research to in-

form decision making on the important issues.”  Congratulations to John Green and the 
Institute on receiving this well-deserved honor, and for actively engaging the communi-

ties they serve through research and outreach! 

Institute Director Recognized for Excellence in 
Public Outreach by Rural Sociological Society  

Special Issue of Southern Rural Sociology Published 
     Anna Kleiner and John 

Green edited a special 

issue of the Southern Ru-
ral Sociology journal that 

examined the impact of 

the Missouri School of 

Agrifood Studies.  Both 
Kleiner and Green re-

ceived their PhDs in Rural 

Sociology from the Univer-

sity of Missouri-Columbia.  

Much of their research has 
been influenced by the 

work of Bill Heffernan and 

his wife, Judy,  to whom 

the special issue is dedi-
cated. 

     Most of the other au-

thors are also former stu-

dents of the University of 
Missouri. The special issue 

was published in August 

and can be accessed at: 

http://www.ag.auburn.edu/
auxiliary/srsa/index.htm.  

Support Community-Based  
Student Research Projects!!! 

If you would like to make a          

contribution to the Institute’s Student        

Research Fund, please make checks 

payable to the Delta State Univer-
sity Foundation with Fund #23244 
in the memo line.  Send contributions 

to the Institute for Community-Based 

Research.  

(see address below) 

New Book Chapter Published 
John Green and Anna Kleiner had their 
chapter entitled “Exploring Global Agri-
food Politics and the Position of Limited 
Resource Producers in the United 
States” published this summer in The 
Politics of Globalization. This reader, 
edited by Samir Dasgupta and Jan Ned-
erveen Pieterse, is available from Sage 
Publications (www.sagepub.com). 


