
organizing the banquet.  The 

Institute also thanks the many 

individuals, organizations and 
businesses whose contribu-

tions made the event possible. 

     Congratulations again to 

the 2008 Banquet Awardees: 

Anna Kleiner, Partner of the 
Year; Sarah Leonard, Out-

standing Alumnus; Eric Atchi-

son and Chandra Hines, Stu-

dent Spirit of Service; and 

special recognition for Alan 
Barton and John Green on 

receiving DSU Foundation 

prizes for excellence in re-

search. 

     On Saturday, May 3, 2008, 

the Institute sponsored the 2nd 

Annual Community Develop-
ment Recognition and Scholar-

ship Banquet.  Fifty people 

attended the banquet to cele-

brate community development 

at Delta State University and 
raise funds for the Institute’s 

student scholarship fund. 

     The event featured a recep-

tion and silent auction, catered 

dinner by the DSU Family and 
Consumer Science students, 

speeches from the first scholar-

ship recipients, keynote ad-

dress by Dr. Arthur Cosby, 

Director of Mississippi State 

University’s Social Science 

Research Center, and a recog-
nition and awards ceremony.   

     The Banquet, for the sec-

ond year in a row, was a huge 

success!  Over $2,500 was 

raised from the event!  The 
money goes directly to the 

scholarship fund, housed in the 

DSU Foundation, to support 

student research projects 

through the Institute. 

     The Institute thanks the 

volunteer planning committee 

of current and former commu-

nity development students for 

2nd Annual Banquet Raises Funds for Student Research 
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and redevelopment efforts in 

Louisiana and on the Missis-
sippi Gulf Coast. 

     In 2006, Michigan and the 

�����Since 2005, the University 

of Michigan School of Public 
Health and the Institute have 

worked hand-in-hand to ad-

dress Hurricane Katrina relief 

Institute with Southeastern 

Louisiana University worked 
on a project designed to am-

plify the voices of service 

providers responding to the 

hurricane. A summary report 
was published: “Voices from 

the Frontlines: Service Pro-

viders Share their Experi-

ences from Working in the 

Wake of Hurricane Katrina.” 

Statement from the Director 

Featured Partner: University of Michigan School of Public Health 

Featured Projects: Healthy Start and WIC FMNP 
members, and a participant 

survey.  So far, two papers 
have been written. 

      Additionally, Institute 

consultants are working on a 

longitudinal evaluation report, 
using Healthy State program 

data from 2005-2008. 

      Heifer International and 

the Institute are concluding 

research on the Women, In-

fants and Children (WIC) 

Farmers Market Nutrition 
Program (FMNP).  Heifer and 

the Institute held three meet-

ings with FMNP stakeholders 

to discuss the program and 
collect data.  The work will 

result in a policy paper, which 

will highlight the strengths 

and challenges of the program 

as well as its opportunities for 
the future. 

     The Institute recently com-

pleted its third annual evalua-
tion of the Tougaloo College/

Delta Health Partners Healthy 

Start program, which works 

to reduce health disparities in 
seven Delta counties.  The 

evaluation included a series 

of observations with Healthy 

Start’s school-based pro-

grams, focus groups with 
participants and community 
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     With this issue of the Institute News, we mark the sixth anniversary of the Institute for Com-
munity-Based Research. In the 2002/2003 academic year, the Institute started as an idea and then 
moved to reality through its first two projects: one with the Rural Coalition and the other with the 
Tri-County Workforce Alliance. Since that time, students, faculty and community partners have 
conducted numerous projects aimed at improving livelihood security and quality of life. As 
founding director of the Institute, I want to express my gratitude to all of the people who worked 
with us during this time. 

     Now we must focus on the years ahead. In preparation, Institute students and faculty have 
been developing the organizational capacity of the Institute. This includes opening our second 
office; the Institute is now accessible at the Center for Community and Economic Development 
and Kethley Hall where the Delta State University Division of Social Sciences is located.  We 
hope that you will be able to come and visit us in the future. 

     I would like to close by recognizing the network of researchers involved with the Institute 
who are located throughout the southern region, across the country, and internationally. Through 
this group of professionals, the Institute is able to address community issues from both a local 
and global perspective.  This ever-expanding network has increased the capacity of the Institute 
in an exponential manner, allowing us to achieve what we could not have envisioned in 2002. 

- Dr. John J. Green, Director of the Institute for Community-Based Research 

      In May 2008, Michigan 

joined the Institute to conduct 

research in Biloxi and Gulf-
port, MS for the non-profit 

Visions of Hope, Inc. The 

work brought Michigan and 

Delta State students together 
to conduct an evaluation of 

VoH services and a needs 

assessment of the area.  We 

will have more next issue. 



     The Institute, in partner-

ship with the Children’s 
Health Fund in New York, 

the Aaron E. Henry Commu-

nity Health Center (AEH) 

and Northwest Regional 
Medical Center in Clarksdale, 

MS, recently conducted a 

study on the relationship be-

tween emergency room use 

and access to general health 
care, primarily concerning 

children. 

     From November 2007 

through February 2008, Ryan 
Betz,  current  Amer i -

Corps*VISTA member with 

the Institute, conducted face-

to-face interviews with pa-

tients in the hospital ER to 
gather information. 

      The Institute presented 

this research at the Alabama-

Mississippi Sociological As-

sociation meeting in Febru-
ary, and at the Delta Research 

and Scholarship Symposium 

in April. The following is the 

abstract submitted to the A-
MSA meeting: 

   “Health and health care 

may be assessed from several 

different perspectives, includ-
ing those of the general pub-

lic, patients and health care 

providers.  This presentation 

will focus on the specific 

situations and interests of 
emergency room patients at a 

Mississippi Delta hospital 

seeking care for non-

emergency situations.  The 
project was conducted 

through a collaborative part-

nership between university 

researchers, a hospital, com-

munity health center and 
foundations.  It consisted of a 

face-to-face survey of people 

coming to the emergency 

room to access health ser-

vices for themselves and their 
children (adults were inter-

viewed regarding their chil-

dren).  Qualitative field notes 

were kept in addition to quan-
titative survey data.  Descrip-

tive analysis shows the com-

plex set of challenges faced 

by people attempting to ac-
cess care in this rural, low-

income region.  From these 

results it is argued that social 

assessment of health and 

health care from the perspec-
tive of patients, especially 

those from socially and eco-

nomically vulnerable groups, 

is particularly important for 
the development of appropri-

ate policies and programs.” 

      Most importantly, the 

research is being used to in-

form the development of an 
intervention at the AEH cen-

ter by the Children’s Health 

Fund. 

      Also, the research is to be 

presented at several National 
Health Association meetings 

throughout the year. 

     Graduate Mechelle Wal-

lace, reflecting on her time, 
said, “the MSCD program 

has given me a strong back-

ground in sociology and how 

     Eight students graduated 

with their Master of Science 
in Community Development 

degree at DSU’s Spring 2008 

commencement. 

     MSDC students Chandra 
Brown, Monica Rosas 

Gutierrez, Regan Hall, 

Chandra Hines, Marcie 

Moore, Sharon Nguyen, 

Mechelle Wallace, and Mary 
Kathryn Wooten received 

their diplomas at commence-

ment. 

to relate it to community. 

Being able to get the Hearin 
Fellowship allowed me to 

gain experience writing, pre-

senting papers, networking, 

and working with community
-based organizations.  I also 

acquired tools to direct my 

organization Friends of the 

Environment.” 

      The Institute congratu-
lates these students on their 

outstanding accomplishment! 

Featured Study: Viewing Access to Care through the ER 

Eight Graduate DSU with MSDC 
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MSCD at DSU Facts 

The MSDC Program began in 

1995, and the first graduates 

were in 1998. 

As of the May 2008 com-

mencement, there have been 

75 graduates from the MSDC 

Program. 

MSCD students may pursue a 

concentration in Sustainable 

Development; Monica Rosas 

Gutierrez is the first to gradu-
ate in this area. 

Study Facts and Stats 
 

Characteristics of the children 
(n=103): Mean age: 6, Gen-

der: male 51.8%, female 

48.2%, Race: black 94.6%, 

white 5.4%. 

Kind of health insurance 

(n=104): Medicaid/Medicare/

SCHIP—80.8%; job pro-

vided—8.7%; no insurance—
6.7%; other—3.8%. 

Patients with a regular pro-

vider (n=111): Yes—86.5. 

Patients who went to regular 

provider before coming to the 

ER (n=111): Yes—24.3%. 

Health problems included: 
asthma, body aches, breath-

ing problems, cold, diarrhea, 

ear pain, fever, flu, stomach 

pain, and vomiting. 

Top reasons respondents 

brought child(ren) to ER: no 

transportation, regular pro-

vider closed, sent away from 
regular provider, could not 

take time off from work. 
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ing for ways to connect 

community-based research 
to the policy process and 

make sure that low-income 

residents’ voices are in-

cluded in policy discus-
sions.” 

     It has been almost a 

year since Katie Kerstetter 
completed her term of 

service with the Institute 

a s  a n  A m e r i -

Corps*VISTA. Now she 
works as a Research As-

sociate with the DC Fiscal 

Policy Institute, an organi-

zation that engages in 

research and public edu-
cation on issues affecting 

low-income residents in 

DC. 

     “I am constantly look-

     She reports that she is 

currently “planning a pro-
ject to sponsor focus 

groups with TANF recipi-

ents to better understand 

the resources and barriers 
that TANF families face as 

they work to achieve their 

goals.” 

      Katie continues to 

work with the Institute as a 
consultant on various pro-

jects, most recently,  

evaluation of the Healthy 

Start Program. 

Former VISTA Continues to Champion Community 

     The Institute is a collaborative Partner-
ship of the Division of Social Sciences and 
Center for Community and Economic De-
velopment at Delta State University. 

�����In February 2008, 

community development 

graduate students and 
Institute staff attended the 

Alabama-Mississippi So-

ciological Association’s 

Annual Meeting at Mis-
sissippi State University. 

     Several students pre-

sented original research 

conducted with the Insti-
tute.  Also, Dr. John 

Green held a session 

about the Institute, joined 

by students and staff to 

share their experiences.  
At the meeting, Hearin 

Fellow Regan Hall won 

the graduate student paper 

competition. 

      Then in April, students 

and staff working with the 

Institute presented at the 

Fourth Annual Delta Res- 

earch and Scholarship Sym-

posium at Delta State Uni-

versity.  Hearin Fellow Eric 
Atchison won the Graduate 

Student Paper presentation 

competition. 

Students and Institute Present Research 

Institute and Partner Published in Journal 
�����Anna Kleiner of South-

eastern Louisiana Univer-

sity and Institute Director 
John J. Green have col-

laborated once again to 

address food security is-

sues in rural areas 
throughout the South. 

     Their work “Expanding 

the Market Opportunities 

and Sustainable Production 
Potential for Minority and 

Limited Resource Agricul-

ture Producers in Louisiana 

and Mississippi” has been 
published in the peer- 

reviewed journal Southern 

Rural Sociology. 

     To access the article for 

free online, visit the web-

s i t e  a t :  h t t p : / /

w w w . a g . a u b u r n . e d u /
auxilary/srsa/. 

“Findings show a continuing need to 

access financial capital, land, equip-

ment, education and technical sup-
port, and to develop innovative coop-

erative arrangements and expand 

opportunities for youth involvement 

in agriculture.” 

     - from “Expanding the Market Opportuni-
ties and Sustainable Production Potential for 
Minority and Limited Resource Agriculture 
Producers in Louisiana and Mississippi” 

This issue of the Institute News 
was prepared by Ryan Betz 


