MODEL FOR THE KINETIC MOLECULAR THEORY OF GASES

1. Gases consist of atoms or molecules (“small” enough to be considered as particles) moving in random, continuous linear motion.  They collide with each other and with walls of the container.

2. The volume occupied by the gas particles is considered to be negligibly small compared with the container volume.

3. Attractive forces between particles are negligible.  They are considered to be independent gas molecules.

4. Collisions between gas particles are elastic; there is no change in total energy when a collision occurs.  (Constant total energy.)

