Administrative Staff Council Meeting

March 5, 2002

Members present:
R. Applegate(Fratesi), Battistelli, Boyles, Bufkin, Buford, Correro, Elliott (Abide), Ervin, Fioranelli, Giger (Fratesi), Gong, Herbison, R. Houston, T. Houston, Jackson, Johnston, Lambert, Latour, Lord, J. Marquis, L. Marquis, McClain, Montesi, Poe, Robinson, Ross,  Starkey, K. Stevens (Millican), Watson

I. Call to Order

The March meeting of the Administrative Staff Council was called  to order at 9:30 a.m. in Union 305.

II. Minutes

Minutes from the February meeting were distributed and approved.
III. Officer’s Report

The March meeting of MASCO will be held at Delta State on Thursday, March 28th.  It was suggested that the legislature be invited to come, but with the session in session, “It’s not going to happen.”

Steve Watson, instead, asked Dr. Potter to address the meeting with his perspective of what IHL is telling the presidents.  The meeting will be from 10 am to 2 pm, with lunch served.
IV. Committee Reports

Incentives & Recognition – Elsie Lynn Ervin reported that Jane Waldrup, Head of Circulation, Roberts Library, was selected as Staff Employee of the Month for February.

Projects – James Marquis reported that there was a Staff Appreciation Night held on February 19 at the DSU/Christian Brothers basketball games.  “It was a success.”  Marquis  thanked all those who helped with the event.  He reported that 66 staff people registered that night, and 60 gifts that had been donated were given out to the staff that were present.  Administrative Staff Council presented Coach Lloyd Clark with a plaque of appreciation at the ballgame.


Staff Development – Ben Bufkin reported that a meeting was held last week and there was a  discussion 


on how to get funds for the Staff Development Fund.  The State Personnel Board is willing to work with 

us in training for staff.  We could have training for our staff in the morning (at no charge to our staff) and open it up to other agencies in the afternoon for a fee.  This would put money back into the fund and hopefully keep the fund going, since what we have now is a one time gift.   Our risk would be that we would have to pay for the speaker for the whole day, whether other people came or not.

The Staff Development Committee has approved the concept and has put it in place.  They are going to call the Staff Personnel Board to see what workshops would be of interest.  The SP Board will advertise the workshops on their website.  All the workshops will be open to private business also.

V. Regular Business 

An evaluation form for the President’s forum that was suppose to be posted on the web was never posted.  Dr. Potter asked Camille Branton and Steve Watson to send him a narrative with the feedback they had gotten on the forum; they did that.

Before the next forum, we will have a survey of how the forum should be conducted, so as to give the President some direction.
VI. 
Unfinished Business

Steve Watson spoke to Dean Myers about the proposal to change the staff/faculty length of service recognition from fiscal year to academic year.  Dr. Myers said that some of the issues had been rectified and that we should ask Ben Bufkin to address the issue. (Ben was not present at the time.)

VI.
New Business

Elsie Lynn Ervin reported that the Incentives Recognition Committee would like to make some changes in the requirements for nomination of candidates for the “Staff Employee of the Month”.  There seems to be some clarification necessary on the “non-exempt” terminology.  They would like the eligible nominees to hold “9 and below” grade level positions.  They asked approval from Administrative Staff Council. A motion was made, seconded, and approved by the Council members present.

The change will be announced in the newspaper, on the pipeline for students, and via Jody’s across campus email.

In other new business, Steve Watson said he was approached by Dr. Leroy Morganti, the committee chair for the H. L. Nowell Outstanding Support Staff Award Committee.  Dr. Morganti says that since he is retiring in the near future, we should find another chair for the committee.  Watson said that Dr. Morganti, Dr. Wayne Blansett, and James Donald Cooper were the main ones responsible for establishing Administrative Staff Council.  Administrative Staff Council established the Award.  With James Donald Cooper already retired, and Dr. Morganti approaching retirement, he felt the logical person to ask to chair the committee would be Dr. Wayne Blansett.

A motion was made, seconded, and the motion was approved that Dr. Blansett be asked to chair the committee.

Ben Bufkin asked the Staff Council for a letter of support for his new proposal- DSUccess – An Internal Advancement /Succession Planning Proposal.  Bufkin read the following excerpt from his written proposal: “The main objective is to provide a process that will expose growth opportunities and career advancement for DSU employees.  The “program” would develop a pool of capable and uniquely skilled DSU employees who could be considered as candidates for future DSU administrative and professional positions.”

He opened the floor to discussion.  There was some concern about moral of other people in the departments from which this group would come.  

After all discussion, a motion was made, seconded, and approved that a letter of support from the Administration Staff Council would be sent to the Cabinet and Dr. Potter asking them to support the proposal.

Administrative Staff Council has been asked to let the staff employees in the Union vote on a smoking policy for the Union.  As it was a staff member who asked for the vote, it is the duty of the Staff Council to decide whether or not to allow the vote.  After some discussion, a motion was made to allow the Union Staff to vote whether they want to continue current policy that  has designated smoking areas in the Union or to eliminate smoking in the Union completely.  A vote was taken with all but one voting yes.  Motion passed.

VI. Announcements

Alumni and Foundation –  Golden Circle Luncheon and Reunion – April 23




    Bolivar County Crawfish Boil – April 25




    Pig Pickin – September 28



                 Homecoming – October 26

Archives - 
Smithsonian Exhibition  - April 5, 6:30 opening reception



Hooks Brothers photos in small display area on second floor

Athletics - 
NCAA South Regional Division II Women’s Basketball Championship Tournament



DSU girls play Friday 8 PM.   Championship game will be Saturday, 7 PM.



Tickets on sale at the door.

Steve Watson said that a week or so ago a group of perspective students and parents were touring the campus with a recruiter.  They passed in front of a group of people who were being loud and using bad language.  The recruiter asked that they not be so loud, and was cussed for her efforts.  When asked to identify themselves, they refused.  We as staff members need to be aware of situations like this and to report any such incidents to the police, Dr. Blansett’s office, or Steve Watson.

VII. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned.

